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The National Conference on Environment (NCE-2025), held at Govt. Arya Degree College,
Nurpur, on 7-8 March 2025, marked a resounding success in fostering dialogue, knowledge
sharing, and collaborative action towards a sustainable future. Supported by HIMCOSTE
(Himachal Pradesh Council for Science, Technology & Environment), the two-day conference
attracted nearly 100 participants, including leading scientists, environmental professionals,
dedicated students, and influential policymakers. This report provides a detailed account of the
conference proceedings, highlighting key discussions, impactful presentations, innovative
exhibitions, and the overall significance of this timely event.

Setting the Stage: Inaugural Ceremony

The conference commenced with a grand inaugural ceremony, presided over by Principal Dr.
Anil Kumar Thakur. Dr. Thakur eloquently emphasized the critical role of educational
institutions in nurturing future environmental leaders. His address served as a powerful call to
action, urging students and researchers to collaborate and devise sustainable solutions to the
pressing environmental challenges confronting society. He highlighted the need for innovative
thinking and practical application of knowledge to mitigate the impact of human activities on
the planet.

Following Dr. Thakur's address, Dr. Rakesh Kumar, the Convener of NCE-2025, extended a
warm welcome to all attendees. He underscored the urgent need to integrate sustainable
practices into the fabric of daily life and emphasized the importance of collective responsibility
in addressing environmental concerns. His remarks resonated with the audience, setting a tone
of collaborative commitment for the remainder of the conference.

INluminating Insights: Keynote Lectures

A cornerstone of NCE-2025 was the series of insightful keynote lectures delivered by eminent
experts in various environmental domains. These lectures provided a comprehensive overview
of critical issues and potential solutions:

e Dr. Amit Chawla (CSIR-Institute of Himalayan Bio resource Technology,
Palampur (H.P.): Delved into the Ecological Carrying Capacity Framework, a
crucial tool for ensuring sustainable development. He presented a robust model for
assessing the environment's capacity to support human activities while maintaining
ecological integrity. This presentation was pivotal in highlighting the need for data-
driven decision-making in environmental planning and resource management.

e Dr. Rajesh Jalota (13 Wimbledon Street Springfield Lakes, QLD 4300 Australia):
Explored the complex relationship between Carbon Management and Climate
Change, questioning whether carbon should be considered a friend or foe. This
thought-provoking lecture stimulated lively debate on the role of carbon emissions in
the global climate crisis and the potential strategies for carbon sequestration and
utilization.

e Dr. Manoj K. Sharma (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi): Introduced
pioneering research on Plant-Based Veterinary Vaccines, highlighting their potential
to promote sustainable agriculture practices and reduce the environmental impact of
conventional farming. This innovative approach offered a glimpse into the future of
eco-friendly agriculture and animal healthcare.



Dr. Rajinder Kaur Gill (Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar): Championed the
Urgent Need to Protect Wetlands, emphasizing their vital ecological functions and
advocating for stronger conservation strategies to combat their degradation. Dr. Gill's
presentation served as a stark reminder of the importance of preserving these critical
ecosystems and the biodiversity they support.

Dr. Ajay Kaushal (Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology (C-MET),
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), Govt. of India,
Hyderabad): Focused on the Future of Lithium-Ion Batteries, emphasizing their
crucial role in renewable energy storage and electric vehicle applications. This lecture
provided valuable insights into the technological advancements driving the green
energy revolution and their potential to decarbonize transportation and power grids.

Dr. Manish Kumar Mishra (Tashkin State University of Oriental Studies,
Tashkin, Uzbekistan): Stressed the significance of Interdisciplinary Approaches in
Environmental Education and Policymaking. He advocated for the integration of
environmental science with broader societal and governmental structures, highlighting
the need for holistic solutions to environmental challenges.

Dr. Usha Devi (Central Council for Research in Unani Medicine, New Delhi):
Showcased the Potential of Unani Medicine in Addressing Environmental and
Health Challenges. Her lecture presented a unique perspective on how traditional
knowledge can be harnessed for modern environmental betterment, demonstrating the
value of integrating traditional and scientific approaches.

These keynote lectures collectively provided a diverse and informative platform for
understanding the complexities of environmental issues and exploring innovative solutions.
The discussions generated by these presentations undoubtedly enriched the knowledge base of
all participants and inspired new avenues of research and action.

Innovation and Awareness: Exhibition on ‘Environment and Ecosystem Services’ and
Poster Presentation

The exhibition and poster presentation segment of NCE-2025 proved to be a dynamic and
engaging showcase of innovative research and awareness-raising projects. The diverse displays
included:

A captivating collection of medicinal plants from the Regional Horticulture
Research Centre Jacch, highlighting the region's rich biodiversity and the potential
of natural remedies.

An exhibit by the Arjun Save Earth Foundation, underscoring their commitment to
environmental conservation and sustainable practices.

Exhibition on ‘Environment and Ecosystem Services’ and Poster presentations
by students from Govt. Arya Degree College, addressing various environmental
issues with creativity and scientific rigor. Ms Poonam Choudhary, Mr Kushal Kourdar
and Ms Minakshi got fisrt, second and third prize respectively in exhibition. Ms Akriti
Sharma, Ms Neeharika and Ms Samiksha got first, second and third prize respectively
in poster presentation.

Dr. Anil Kumar Thakur's presentation on Medicinal Plants: This display was
particularly noteworthy, featuring detailed photographs with QR codes providing in-
depth information about each plant, generating significant interest and interaction from
visitors.

The exhibition and poster presentation served as a powerful tool for raising awareness about
ecological conservation, biodiversity, and sustainable living among students and other
participants. The interactive nature of the exhibits encouraged attendees to learn more about



the importance of environmental protection and to consider their own role in contributing to a
healthier planet.

Tangible Initiative: Medicinal Plant Distribution

Adding a tangible dimension to the conference's commitment to environmental action, the
Arjun Save Earth Foundation generously distributed approximately 200 medicinal plants to
visitors. This initiative aimed to promote the importance of nurturing greenery in both urban
and rural environments, encouraging attendees to actively participate in fostering
environmental consciousness and contributing to a greener landscape.

Delving Deeper: Technical Sessions

The four technical sessions at the heart of NCE-2025 provided a platform for in-depth
discussions and the presentation of research papers on a wide range of environmental themes.
These sessions fostered passionate debates and critical analysis in the following key areas:

e Sustainable Agriculture and the Role of Technology in Conservation: Exploring
innovative farming techniques, precision agriculture, and the use of technology to
minimize environmental impact and enhance resource efficiency.

e Climate Change Mitigation Strategies: Examining various approaches to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, including renewable energy deployment, carbon
sequestration, and sustainable transportation solutions.

e Waste Management and Pollution Control: Addressing the challenges of waste
generation, promoting recycling and waste reduction strategies, and exploring
technologies for pollution remediation.

o Integration of Traditional Ecological Knowledge with Modern Scientific
Approaches: Bridging the gap between indigenous wisdom and contemporary science
to develop holistic and culturally appropriate solutions for environmental challenges.

Each paper presented contributed valuable insights and innovative solutions to address
complex environmental challenges, fostering a comprehensive understanding of the
multifaceted issues at hand.

Charting the Course: Panel Discussion and Plenary Session

The conference culminated in a high-energy plenary session and a thought-provoking panel
discussion titled "Pathways to Environmental Sustainability: Challenges and Opportunities."
This session brought together experts from diverse fields to discuss the multifaceted challenges
of achieving sustainability in the modern world, offering pragmatic solutions and exploring
new avenues for collaboration.

The panel discussion was both enlightening and inspiring, as experts exchanged ideas on
overcoming barriers to environmental progress and emphasized the need for continued
research, education, and policy innovation. Key themes discussed included:

e The role of government policies in promoting sustainable practices.

e The importance of public awareness and education in fostering environmental
responsibility.

e The need for technological innovation to drive sustainable solutions.
e The potential for public-private partnerships to accelerate environmental progress.

Celebrating Excellence: Awards and Recognition

The conference concluded with an awards ceremony that recognized outstanding research
contributions and exceptional presentations. The awards highlighted excellence in paper
presentations, with special recognition given to the most innovative and impactful



environmental research. Students securing 1%, 2" & 3 prizes in exhibition and poster
presentation were also awarded. This acknowledgment served as a powerful motivator for
participants to continue pushing the boundaries of environmental knowledge and contributing
to impactful solutions.

A Vision for the Future: Collaborative Initiatives

As the conference drew to a close, initial discussions emerged regarding the formation of a
collaborative initiative between Govt. Arya Degree College and HIMCOSTE. This potential
partnership could serve as a foundation for future joint research projects, environmental
awareness campaigns, and sustainability initiatives. These discussions reflected a strong desire
to translate the discussions and knowledge gained during the conference into concrete actions
aimed at achieving sustainable development goals.

In Conclusion: A Catalyst for Change

The National Conference on Environment (NCE-2025) at Govt. Arya Degree College, Nurpur,
proved to be a resounding success in providing a dynamic and informative forum for in-depth
discussions, research presentations, and collaborative exchanges on the most pressing
environmental challenges facing the world today. The event underscored the critical
importance of sustainable practices, the vital role of educational institutions in fostering
environmental leadership, and the immense power of collective action in creating a greener,
healthier planet.

The conference's success lies not only in the knowledge shared and the discussions held but
also in the renewed commitments to research, conservation, and sustainability that it fostered
among participants. NCE-2025 has undoubtedly laid the groundwork for future collaborations
aimed at addressing the environmental challenges that lie ahead. Participants left inspired,
equipped with new knowledge, and imbued with a shared sense of responsibility to drive
meaningful change for the betterment of the environment. The spirit of collaboration and
commitment ignited at NCE-2025 holds the promise of a more sustainable and environmentally
conscious future for all. The conference served as a vital catalyst for action, empowering
individuals and institutions to work together towards a brighter, greener tomorrow.
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The two-day national confer-
ence on*Environmental Sus-
tainability’ conclided last
evening at Government Arva
Degree College. Nurpur, fea-
turing insightful discussions,
groundbreaking  research
presentations. and eollabora-
tive exchanges.

Spansored by the Himachal
Pradesh Coundl for Science,
Technology & Environment,
the event saw the participation
of 100 seientists, environmen-
tal professionats, and young
researchers from acress the
country, who engaged in both
in-person and online sessions.
The conference amed fo
address pressingenvimnmen-
tal challengesand exploresus
tanable practices.

Dr Amit Chawla, a scientist

Astallte

Arya College, Nurpur.

plants & G

fiom CSIRIHBT Pslampur,
delivered snoffine keynote lec
tureon the Ecological camrying
capacity framework’, focusing
onitsrole i sustainable devel
opment by defining the mad-
o Bmit of human activities
that can be supported by region
al natural resourees. Dr Mangy
Sharma. aprofessor from Jawa-
harlal Nehru University, Deli,
presented pioneering research

on plant-based veterinary vac-
cnes, pometing sustansble
agrculfural :

g prctices.

Dr Rajesh Jalota, an emi-
nent scientist from Australia.
contributed tothediscussions
through an enline session,
engaging the audience with a
provocative talk on carbon
management and its role as
either a friend or foe in envi-
ronmental sustainability. Dr

Rajnder Kaur Gill. a scientist
from Guru Nanak Dev Uni-
versity, Amritsar, emphasised
the importance of wetland
conservation, urging atten-
dees to protect these fragile
ecosystems. Dr Ajav Kaushal
from the Centre for Materials
for Electranics Technology,
Hwderabad, explored the
future of lithiumeion batteries
in renewsble energy storage

and electric vehicles. Dr Man-
ish Mishra, a scientist from
Uzbekistan, underscored the
need for  interdisciplinary
approaches in envirenmental
educationand policy-making,

Among the exhibits were
medicingl  plants from  the
Regional Horticulture
Rescarch Centre Jachh (Nur-
pur), while students from the
host Government Arya College

presented posters on vanous
envrnmental issues, In a
meaningful gestureto promote
environmental awareness, the
Arjun Save Earth Foundation
distributed around 200 megdici-
nad plants to visitors, encourag-
ing them to foster greenery in
their local environments: In
addition to expert lectures,
avier 30 research papers were
presented during the event.






